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Facing 
another 
accuser, 
Simmons 
cuts ties 


After a woman says he 
forced her into sex in 
1991, Def Jam founder 
pledges to step down 
from his businesses. 


By DANIEL MILLER, 
VICTORIA KIM 
AND AMy KAUFMAN 


Russell Simmons has 
long been viewed as an elder 
statesman of hip-hop, a 
transformational figure who 
in the 1980s helped push the 
music into the mainstream 
and turn it into a lucrative 
business. 

He cashed in on it too, 
eventually selling his stake 
in the influential record label 
he co-founded, Def Jam Re- 
cordings, for $100 million, 
and expanding his ventures 
to include film and television 
production, a digital media 
company and a yoga brand. 
Along the way, he cultivated 
an image as a wise mentor 
known to many as “Uncle 
Rush.” 

Now, however, new alle- 
gations of sexual assault 
have led him to step away 
from his various projects 
and imperiled his legacy. 
Simmons, 60, announced 
Thursday that he would re- 
move himself from his busi- 
nesses after screenwriter 
Jenny Lumet published an 
essay in the Hollywood 
Reporter accusing him of 
forcing her to have sex with 
him in 1991. 

Her allegations follow a 
story published by The 
Times this month in which 
former fashion model Keri 
Claussen Khalighi accused 
Simmons of sexually as- 
saulting her, also in 1991. 
Simmons described the inci- 
dent with Khalighi, who was 
17 at the time, as consensual 
and said he recalls the night 
with Lumet differently from 
her account. 

In stepping away from a 
trio of Los Angeles-based 
businesses — media com- 
pany All Def Digital, produc- 
tion house Def Pictures and 
yoga brand Tantris — Sim- 
mons said he wants to avoid 
being “a distraction.” 

“The companies will now 
be run by a new and diverse 

[See Simmons, A10] 
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BACK TO MALINALCO 


KATIE FALKENBERG Los Angeles Times 


GLORIA AND German Almanza eat dinner in Malinalco, Mexico. They worked for years in the U.S. 
so they could build a nice family home back in Mexico. Their U.S.-born children had other ideas. 


MEXICAN DREAM 


One family heads south from Texas, joining a reverse 
exodus from the United States as opportunities arise. 
But coming home, it turns out, can be complicated. 


he home that American 
dollars built stands out 
among the dusty adobe 
farmhouses and crumbling 
concrete shacks on the 


By Kate Linthicum 
REPORTING FROM MALINALCO, MEXICO 
First of three parts 


| tion and having profound effects on 
both countries. 
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edge ofthis rural Mexican town. 
Visitors may wryly refer to it as a 
“hacienda” because of its grandiose 
touches — the elaborate wooden 
entryway, the curved staircase lead- 


ing up to the front door — but with its 


Pacific Ocean 


red brick, pitched roof and garage 


sheltering a bright blue SUV, what it 


really looks like is a little bit of Texas. 


Athens, Texas. That’s where Ger- 


man and Gloria Almanza spent two 
decades toiling in factories and build- 
ing, cleaning and repairing other peo- 
ple’s homes so that one day they could make a place of 
their own back in Mexico — a place to finish raising 


their two kids. 


When in 2012 the couple brought their children back 
to their hometown of Malinalco, a picturesque pueblo 
two hours southwest of Mexico City, they were not 


alone. 


Census data show more than 1 million Mexicans and 
their families left the U.S. for Mexico between 2009 and 
2014, and fewer made their way north — a major demo- 
graphic shift that is reshaping the immigration equa- 


EN Most have left the U.S. on their own 
ae on accord, drawn home by new economic 


Malinalco 
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opportunities in Mexico, the impact of 
the Great Recession on the U.S. job 
market and in many cases the irresist- 
ible lure of family. Others have been 


MEXICO forced out by an increase in deporta- 
PIES: tions from communities in the interior 
Mexico City of the U.S. Security along the South- 


© west border has also been beefed up 
significantly, making crossings so 
dangerous and expensive that many 
no longer try. 

The result is that towns like Mal- 
inalco, whose economies once were in- 
fused with money sent home from fa- 
thers, sisters and husbands workingin the U.S., are now 
making room for returnees, some of whom have lived 
like Americans for years. 

Coming home can be a powerful emotional experi- 
ence. Those returning with savings can use their capital 
and skills learned in the U.S. to open businesses and get 
ahead. 

But it’s not always easy. Schools are struggling to in- 
tegrate an influx of new students, including a large 
number of youngsters born in the U.S. who often aren’t 
fluent in Spanish and lackthe [See Malinalco, A8] 


OpenStreetMap 


Los Angeles Times 


LATIMES.COM/malinalco >>> Videos and additional photos for this series are online. 


ay 


z. 


WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 


BILLY NELSON, left, and Lee Brown live in a four-man, two-dog tent city north 
of downtown L.A. It has passed from one homeless person to the next, Brown says. 


Homeless aid stalls as 
tent cities keep growing 


By GALE HOLLAND 


High above the Metro 
Gold Line tracks, a string of 
lean-tos that Lee Brown 
calls his “three-bedroom 
condominium” is tethered to 
a hilltop fence in Elysian 
Park. 

The four-man, two-dog 
tent city — one of several 
camps in the 600-acre park 
north of downtown Los An- 
geles — has remained intact 
for at least two years, passed 


from one homeless person to 
the next, Brown said. 

Last year, Los Angeles 
put money behind efforts to 
curb encampments like 
Brown’s until the city’s am- 
bitious housing construc- 
tion program takes hold. 

Funding for one strategy 
— camp cleanups or sweeps 
— expanded to $13 million. 
But spending on services for 
people livingin the streets — 
mobile showers, housing 
navigation centers, storage 
facilities and homeless park- 


ing lots — lagged behind. 

Of the $75 milion 
budgeted for “street strate- 
gies” in 2016-17, more than 
$2 million was returned to 
city coffers, and nearly 
$2 million was diverted to 
camp sweeps, according to 
figures provided by city offi- 
cials. Last month, the city 
approved an additional 
$509,000 transfer from serv- 
ices to homeless outreach 
workers to accompany 
cleanup teams. 

[See Homeless, A13] 


In Honduras, 
protests over vote 
tally continue 
Supporters of presi- 
dential challenger 
Salvador Nasralla 
clashed with police after 
updated results showed 
him losing his lead. 
WORLD, A3 


Trump considers 
firing Tillerson 


CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo is being 
mentioned as a replace- 
ment for the secretary 
of State. NATION, A6 
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Senate 
appears 
poised 
to pass 


tax bill 


But GOP skeptics 
express concern over 
new analysis showing 
$I trillion would be 
added to the deficit. 


By LisA MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — The 
Republican tax plan inched 
closer to Senate passage 
Thursday but encountered 
new challenges after some 
dramatic, last-minute nego- 
tiations to win over GOP 
holdouts concerned about a 
new congressional analysis 
that estimated the package 
would add $1 trillion to the 
nation’s deficit. 

Republicans and the 
White House sorely need a 
legislative victory to reflect 
their first year of control in 
Washington, and a land- 
mark tax bill — which would 
dramatically lower the cor- 
porate rate and double the 
standard deduction for indi- 
viduals — would provide 
that win. 

If passed during a vote 
now planned for Friday, the 
sweeping Senate tax bill 
would next need to be recon- 
ciled with a House version, a 
process leaders hope to ex- 
pedite in a matter of days. 
Then both the House and 
Senate would need to pass 
the revised measure before 
sending it to President 
Trump’s desk. 

Yet even many Republi- 
cans who support the $1.5- 
trillion package expressed 
resignation ahead of the 
vote, concerned about the 
cost and details ofa package 
that experts say benefits 
corporations and the 
wealthy, and the way the leg- 
islation is being rushed 
through Congress without a 
broad range of hearings and 
the usual debate. 

At one point Thursday 
evening, it appeared three 
Republicans — Sens. Bob 
Corker of Tennessee, Jeff 
Flake of Arizona and Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin — 
were considering joining 
Democrats in a motion to 
send the bill back to commit- 
tee, a move that would have 

[See Taxes, A7] 


Jim Nabors dies 
— was TV icon 
Gomer Pyle 


The tall and lanky 
Alabama native was 
a nightclub singer in 
Santa Monica who was 
recruited by Andy 
Griffith to play the 
attendant at Wally’s 
filling station on 
Griffith’s eponymous 
show in the 1960s. He 
was 87. CALIFORNIA 
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